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Reading level: 10-14

BOOK SUMMARY
The sky dugongs are in danger, but Captain Scree Barnacle 
is determined to save them.

Her voyage to overturn an ancient hunting law means 
sailing the perilous Starstruck Straits—and dealing with 
sabotage. But who is threatening Scree’s mission, and are 
others in danger too?

Can the Wildkin captain and Patch, her plucky ship’s mate, 
untangle a magical plot, help the lost creatures find their 
way home, and save the animals?

Teachers’ NotesTeachers’ Notes

THEMES
• Friendship and Loyalty • Courage and Leadership • Diversity, Prejudice and Inclusion • 

• Animal Welfare • Conservation and Environmental Responsibility • Identity and Belonging •
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Emily Larkin is a Queensland-based author and academic who writes for children, 

teens, and adults. She is the author of The Whirlpool, a picture book illustrated 
by Hélène Magisson and published by Wombat Books. Emily’s young adult 

novel, Within the Ward, was published by Rhiza Edge and explores mental 
health in a dystopian future. Her short fiction features in the Rhiza Edge 
anthologies Crossed Spaces, Dust Makers, and Stepping Sideways, and 
it was Emily’s pleasure to also co-edit Stepping Sideways with Lynne 

Stringer. Emily’s short fiction and poetry can be found in Australian and 
international literary journals such as Meniscus, Idiom 23, The Write Launch, 

Seizure, Literary Orphans, Black Fox Literary Magazine, The Zodiac Review, 
Number Eleven Magazine, Flumes, Sad Girl Diaries, and Streetlight Magazine, and 

Emily collaborated with Thomas Hamlyn-Harris on a visual narrative that was published in 
After the Pause. Emily holds a Doctorate in Writing from the University of the Sunshine Coast and teaches 
writing and literature at the University of Queensland. She loves animals, nature, and spending time with 
family and friends. To follow Emily, visit https://www.facebook.com/ehlarkinauthor/ or view her TikTok at @
emilylarkinreaderauthor.

AUTHOR NOTES

I have always loved animals and stories about connection and wonder. I grew up adoring The Chronicles 
of Narnia by C.S. Lewis, Rowan of Rin by Emily Rodda, and Eoin Colfer’s Artemis Fowl series—and I still 
love these books and others that focus on animals and the environment, friendship, magic, and celebrating 
differences. Dugongs of the Sky portrays a world with magic and creatures who don’t exist in our world—
but the Realm of Tides is flawed in many of the same ways as our world. There are those who focus on 
differences between themselves and others to justify treating others badly, and characters who care about 
who someone really is (or become better at being open-hearted). There are animals in danger, and those 
who try and protect them. I believe that kindness is so important and we should all try to respect (and often 
appreciate) differences between ourselves and others. I also want to help animals and nature by not eating 
meat or animal products, and trying to buy environmentally-friendly products. Sometimes trying to do the 
right thing can feel overwhelming, but every little effort counts and we can all play a role in looking after 
this world. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

GENERAL QUESTIONS

•	 What mission sets Captain Scree Barnacle on her voyage at the beginning of the story?

•	 What are sky dugongs, and why are they in danger?

•	 What signs suggest that something suspicious is happening aboard the Whitetider?

•	 Who is Boppit, and when do we first realise there is more to him than meets the eye?

•	 What is coin magic, and why does it create problems for some characters?

•	 What personal challenge is Scree facing as both a captain and a friend?

•	 What genre (or genres) would you say this book belongs to? What features make you think that?

•	 Why do you think the author chose flying dugongs as the animals at the centre of the story?

•	 If you were part of the Wavebearers’ Council, what arguments would you need to hear before agreeing 
to change the hunting law?

•	 If you suddenly discovered that someone aboard your ship was keeping a dangerous secret, how 
would you respond?

•	 Which character do you relate to the most in this story? Why?

•	 Did your opinion of any character change as the story progressed? What caused that change?

•	 What was the most surprising, intriguing, or dramatic moment in the novel for you?

•	 Why do you think some characters justify harming animals for profit or tradition?

•	 What do you think the novel suggests about what it truly means to be courageous?

•	 If there were a sequel to Dugongs of the Sky, what do you think might happen next?

FRIENDSHIP AND LOYALTY 

1.	 How would you describe the friendship between Scree and Patch at the beginning of the novel?

2.	 What moments in the story show that Patch is loyal to Scree?

3.	 How does Scree demonstrate trust in her crew? Are there times when she struggles to trust others?

4.	 How is Boppit treated by different characters aboard the Whitetider? What does this reveal about 
friendship?

5.	 Can you identify a moment when a friendship is tested? What causes the tension?

6.	 In what ways do Scree, Patch and Boppit help each other grow? How does the author show that 
friendship can lead to personal growth?

7.	 Is it possible to be both a strong leader and a loyal friend? How does Scree balance these roles?

8.	 How does the author develop the friendship between Scree and Patch through dialogue and shared 
experiences? Provide specific examples.

9.	 By the end of the novel, how have the main characters redefined what loyalty means to them?
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10.	 Identify a moment where a character must choose between loyalty to a friend and loyalty to a rule, role, 
or belief. What does this decision reveal about their values?

11.	 How do secrets influence trust between characters? Is loyalty strengthened or weakened by keeping 
secrets in this story?

12.	 Patch is loyal to Scree, but does he always agree with her decisions? How does disagreement affect 
their relationship?

13.	 How does the power dynamic between captain and crew complicate friendship aboard the Whitetider?

14.	 Consider Boppit’s situation. How does fear affect his ability to trust others?

15.	 Are there moments when loyalty becomes dangerous? Provide examples.

16.	 Do you think loyalty should have limits? Use evidence from the text to support your argument.

COURAGE AND LEADERSHIP

1.	 What different types of courage are shown in the novel (physical courage, moral courage, emotional 
courage)? Provide examples of each.

2.	 Can you find a moment where Scree has to make a hard choice? What does she decide?

3.	 How do we know that Scree cares about her crew?

4.	 What makes someone a good captain or leader?

5.	 If you were captain of the Whitetider, what would you have done differently?

6.	 How does Captain Scree demonstrate bravery in her mission to overturn the hunting law?

7.	 Is Scree always confident in her leadership? How does the author reveal her doubts?

8.	 How does leadership aboard the Whitetider differ from leadership within the Wavebearers’ Council?

9.	 How does Patch demonstrate leadership, even though he is not the captain?

10.	 Can someone show courage without being in a position of power? Use an example from the text.

11.	 How does the author use tension and conflict to test Scree’s leadership abilities?

12.	 When does leadership require listening rather than commanding? Does Scree learn this lesson?

13.	 Are there characters who misuse power? How does this contrast with Scree’s leadership style?

14.	 Do you think courage is something people are born with, or something they develop? How does the 
novel support your view?

15.	 By the end of the story, in what ways has Scree grown as a leader?

16.	 Should a good leader prioritise rules, people, or principles? Use evidence from the novel to support 
your argument.

ENGAGING WITH THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

1.	 Who are the Wildkin in the story? How are they different from humans?

2.	 How are some Wildkin treated by others in the novel?
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3.	 Can you find an example of a character being judged before others know the full truth about them?

4.	 Why do you think some humans distrust or dislike Wildkin?

5.	 What does the story suggest about being “different”?

6.	 Can you think of a moment when a character changes their mind about someone else?

7.	 What is the difference between being cautious and being prejudiced?

8.	 How does the author encourage readers to feel empathy for characters who are treated unfairly?

9.	 In what ways does language (dialogue or description) reveal bias in the story?

10.	 Are traditions ever used to justify unfair treatment? Provide an example from the novel.

11.	 How do friendship and understanding help reduce prejudice in the story?

12.	 Do you think prejudice in the novel reflects real-world issues? Explain your thinking.

13.	 What responsibility do characters have to challenge unfair treatment when they see it?

14.	 What does the novel suggest about inclusion and belonging?

15.	 Why is it important to question stereotypes?

16.	 How might the story change if Wildkin and humans were treated equally from the beginning?

ANIMAL WELFARE

1.	 Why are the sky dugongs in danger?

2.	 How do the characters feel when they see the dugongs harmed or threatened?

3.	 Why are the sky dugongs important to the world of the story?

4.	 What reasons do some characters give for continuing to hunt dugongs?

5.	 Do you think those reasons are fair? Why or why not?

6.	 How does the author make readers care about the dugongs?

7.	 What is the difference between hunting for survival and hunting for profit?

8.	 How does Scree show that she values animal life?

9.	 Why might it be difficult to change an old law, even if it harms animals?

10.	 How does the novel show the connection between people and the natural world?

11.	 In what ways does the story reflect real-world issues about endangered animals?

12.	 Should humans always have the right to use animals for their own benefit? Explain your thinking.

13.	 How do laws influence the way animals are treated?

14.	 How does the author use emotion, imagery or description to influence the reader’s opinion about 
hunting?

15.	 What parallels can you draw between the sky dugongs and real endangered Australian animals?

16.	 After reading this novel, has your thinking about animal protection changed in any way?
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CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

1.	 What does it mean to conserve something?

2.	 How does the natural environment affect the characters’ lives in the story?

3.	 What dangers do the Starstruck Straits and surrounding waters present?

4.	 How do human actions impact the natural world?

5.	 What role does protecting the environment and animals’ habitats have in conservation, both for planet 
and for the animals in danger?

6.	 What is the difference between using natural resources carefully and exploiting them?

7.	 Why might some people ignore environmental damage if it benefits them financially?

8.	 How does the author show that the environment is valuable, even beyond its usefulness to humans?

9.	 How does the novel suggest that individuals can make a difference in protecting the environment?

10.	 Are there characters who believe conservation is unnecessary? What reasons do they give?

11.	 How does the story demonstrate that environmental responsibility sometimes requires sacrifice?

12.	 Can protecting the environment ever create conflict? Provide an example from the novel.

13.	 What connections can you make between the conservation issues in the story and environmental 
challenges in Australia today?

14.	 Do you think one person can create meaningful environmental change? Why or why not?

15.	 How does the novel encourage readers to think about their own responsibility toward animals and 
ecosystems?

16.	 If you lived in the Realm of Tides, what actions could you take to protect the sky dugongs?

IDENTITY AND BELONGING

1.	 Which characters struggle with who they are in the story?

2.	 How does Patch feel about being a Wildkin? Does he always feel proud of who he is?

3.	 Why might Boppit feel like he does not fully belong?

4.	 How can being “different” affect a person’s sense of belonging?

5.	 Can you find a moment where a character feels accepted? What makes that moment important?

6.	 What does belonging mean to you?

7.	 How does the ship (the Whitetider) act as a place of belonging for some characters?

8.	 Are there times when a character hides part of their identity? Why?

9.	 How does fear influence whether a character feels safe to be themselves?

10.	 In what ways do labels (like Wildkin, Rumshuckle, captain, boy) shape how others treat a character?

11.	 How does the author show that identity is more complex than appearances?

12.	 Can someone belong in more than one place or group at the same time? Find an example in the novel.



Wombat Books · Rhiza Edge · Rhiza Press� www.wombatrhiza.com.au |

These notes may be reproduced free of charge for use within schools, but not offered for commercial sale.

8 of 17

13.	 What role does acceptance play in helping characters grow?

14.	 Do you think belonging is something we find, or something we build? Explain using evidence from the 
story.

15.	 How might the story change if characters felt fully accepted from the beginning?

16.	 What message does the novel send about embracing who you are?

KINDNESS

1.	 What is one moment in the story where a character shows kindness?

2.	 Who is the kindest character in the book? What makes you think that?

3.	 How does Patch show kindness to others?

4.	 How are the sky dugongs treated by different characters? Who shows them kindness?

5.	 Is it always easy to be kind? Why or why not?

6.	 How does kindness help build friendships in the story?

7.	 Can kindness change someone’s behaviour or decisions? Can you find an example?

8.	 Is kindness ever mistaken for weakness in the novel? Why might that happen?

9.	 How does kindness influence Captain Scree’s leadership?

10.	 Does showing kindness sometimes require courage? Explain with an example.

11.	 How does kindness help challenge prejudice or unfair traditions in the story?

12.	 Are there moments where kindness involves sacrifice? What does this show about a character?

13.	 How might the story have changed if certain characters had chosen cruelty instead of kindness?

14.	 Does the novel suggest that kindness can create real change in laws, systems, or communities? How?

15.	 Is kindness presented as a personal trait, a moral responsibility, or a political act? Explain.

16.	 Can kindness be strategic? Is there a difference between genuine kindness and performative kindness?

MAGIC

1.	 Where do we first see magic in the story?

2.	 What makes the magic in this world different from magic in other books you’ve read?

3.	 How do the sky dugongs connect to magic?

4.	 Do all characters believe in magic? Why or why not?

5.	 How does magic create problems or danger in the story?

6.	 How does magic help move the plot forward?

7.	 Is magic shown as something that should be controlled, protected, or shared? Explain.

8.	 How do different characters use or respond to magic differently?

9.	 Does magic make things easier for the characters, or does it create more complications?
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10.	 How does magic connect to themes of responsibility and leadership?

11.	 Could the story exist without magic? What would change?

12.	 Is magic in this novel a symbol for something else (for example: power, nature, freedom, tradition)?

13.	 Who has power over magic in the story, and what does that suggest about fairness or control?

14.	 Does the novel suggest that magic belongs to everyone, or only to certain groups? Why might that 
matter?

15.	 How does magic shape the world of the story? Consider the social, political, or environmental aspects 
of Dugongs of the Sky and how they were affected by magic.

16.	 How does the presence of magic change the way characters understand not just their world but also 
themselves?

FURTHER DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

CHARACTER

•	 In pairs, rehearse and perform the adapted dialogue between Scree and Patch (Chapter 2). Focus on 
expression, gesture, and tone. 

•	 Which character would you most like to be friends with? Support your answer with evidence from the 
text. 

•	 Which character changes the most throughout the story? Explain what causes this change and how 
the author shows it. 

•	 Were you surprised by any character’s actions? Why? 

•	 If you were in Patch’s position onboard the Skerry, how would you have responded to Reef?

•	 If you suspected someone was being bullied onboard the Whitetider, what would you do? How can you 
tell if your actions truly helped? 

•	 Who do you think is the most likeable character in this story? Who is the least likeable? Brainstorm 
with your peers.

•	 What does Scree learn about leadership and friendship? Does she become a better captain by the 
end? Explain. 

SETTING

•	 What would be the best and most challenging aspects of living on a ship? Justify your ideas. 

•	 Define the following nautical terms using context clues, then compare with a peer: porthole, starboard, 
crow’s nest, lateen-rigged, mainmast, tacking, rigging, riptide. 

•	 If you worked on the Whitetider, what role would you choose and why?

•	 How do details such as food, clothing, wildlife, and legends enrich the setting?
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PLOT & STRUCTURE

•	 What is the first clue that Boppit fears Garumph?

•	 Identify a key plot twist. How does it affect the direction of the story? 

•	 What are the consequences of the coin magic? Why do certain characters resent their forced forms?

•	 What is the climax of the novel? Explain why it is effective. 

•	 Analyse selected chapter endings. How does the author build tension or suspense? 

•	 Examine the scene break in Chapter 20. What purpose does it serve? 

•	 Write an alternative ending to the novel. Include figurative language and edit carefully for clarity and 
impact. 

NARRATIVE PERSPECTIVE

•	 The novel uses third-person narration with shifting focalisation. How does this shape readers’ 
understanding of characters? 

•	 How does the story change when the perspective shifts?

•	 Rewrite a key scene from a different character’s point of view (e.g. Reef, Estefani, Falco, or a dugong 
calf).
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

ENDANGERED SPECIES RESEARCH PROJECT

Students choose a real endangered Australian 
animal and research:

	‐ Habitat

	‐ Diet

	‐ Threats

	‐ Conservation efforts

They present findings in: a poster, a short speech, or 
a digital slideshow. Students should draw parallels 
between their chosen species and the sky dugongs.

CHARACTER TRAIT MAP

Create a trait map for one of the following:

	‐ Captain Scree Barnacle

	‐ Patch

	‐ Boppit

	‐ Reef

	‐ Estefani

Students must include:

•	 Adjectives describing the character

•	 Direct evidence or quotes from the text

•	 How the character changes over time

•	 A symbol that represents the character

For comparison, students may analyse two 
characters and explore how their leadership styles 
or moral choices differ.

REWRITE THE ENDING

Students write an alternative ending to the novel 
Options:

•	 The council rejects Scree’s petition

•	 A new threat to the dugongs emerges

•	 A character makes a different moral choice

Encourage the use of literary devices such as 
imagery, foreshadowing, or metaphor.

SAVE THE DUGONGS CAMPAIGN

Students design a campaign to protect the sky 
dugongs. They must include:

•	 A slogan

•	 A persuasive paragraph explaining why the 
dugongs should be protected

•	 A visual element (poster, digital slide, or 
banner)

•	 One practical action citizens of the Realm of 
Tides could take

Students may present their campaign as if speaking 
to the Wavebearers’ Council.

DESIGN THE WHITETIDER 

In pairs or individually, students design their 
own version of the Whitetider. Aim to include the 
following: 

1.	 Draw and label key areas of the ship (crow’s 
nest, deck, cabins, rigging, etc.)

2.	 Explain the role of at least three crew members

3.	 Include one “secret feature” that could help 
protect the dugongs

Students may present their design as a recruitment 
pitch for new crewmates.
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CAPTAIN’S LOG ENTRY 

Students write a captain’s log entry from Scree’s 
perspective during a moment of tension in the novel.

Ideas for inclusion:

	‐ What has just happened

	‐ Scree’s private thoughts or doubts

	‐ Her hopes for the crew

	‐ Any worries about sabotage or 
leadership

For extension, students may write from Patch’s or 
Boppit’s perspective instead.

WAVEBEARERS’ COUNCIL DEBATE

Create a mock council meeting. Divide students into 
roles:

•	 Captain Scree (arguing to overturn the hunting 
law)

•	 Council members (some supportive, some 
opposed)

•	 Hunters defending tradition

•	 Citizens concerned about the economy

•	 Environmental advocates

Students must prepare arguments and respond 
respectfully to opposing views.

After the debate, reflect: was the decision fair? What 
made an argument convincing?

WILDKIN FIELD GUIDE

Students create a field guide entry for a Wildkin.

Include:

•	 Physical characteristics

•	 Abilities or strengths

•	 Habitat

•	 Cultural or social traits

•	 Challenges they face in society

For extension, students design their own original 
Wildkin species and explain how it would fit into the 
Realm of Tides.
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KEY CURRICULUM AREAS

CURRICULUM V9

YEAR 4
English

AC9E4LE02 - describe the effects of text structures and language features in literary texts when 
responding to and sharing opinions

AC9E4LE03 - discuss how authors and illustrators make stories engaging by the way they develop 
character, setting and plot tensions

AC9E4LE05 - create and edit literary texts by developing storylines, characters and settings

AC9E4LY02 - listen for key points and information to carry out tasks and contribute to discussions, 
acknowledging another opinion, linking a response to the topic, and sharing and extending ideas and 
information

AC9E4LY05 - use comprehension strategies such as visualising, predicting, connecting, summarising, 
monitoring and questioning to build literal and inferred meaning, to expand topic knowledge and ideas, and 
evaluate texts

AC9E4LY06 - plan, create, edit and publish written and multimodal imaginative, informative and persuasive 
texts, using visual features, relevant linked ideas, complex sentences, appropriate tense, synonyms and 
antonyms, correct spelling of multisyllabic words and simple punctuation

HASS

AC9HS4K05 - the importance of environments, including natural vegetation and water sources, to people 
and animals in Australia and on another continent

AC9HS4K06 - sustainable use and management of renewable and non-renewable resources, including 
custodial responsibility First Nations Australians have for Country/Place

AC9HS4K07 - differences between “rules” and “laws”, why laws are important and how they affect people’s 
lives

AC9HS4K09 - diversity of cultural, religious and/or social groups to which they and others belong, and 
their importance to identity

AC9HS4S01 - to develop questions to guide investigations about people, events, places and issues

YEAR 5
English

AC9E5LE01 - identify aspects of literary texts that represent details or information about historical, social 
and cultural contexts in literature by First Nations Australian, and wide-ranging Australian and world 
authors
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AC9E5LE02 - present an opinion on a literary text using specific terms about literary devices, text 
structures and language features, and reflect on the viewpoints of others

AC9E5LE03 - recognise that the point of view in a literary text influences how readers interpret and 
respond to events and characters

AC9E5LY05 - use comprehension strategies such as visualising, predicting, connecting, summarising, 
monitoring and questioning to build literal and inferred meaning to evaluate information and ideas 

AC9E5LY01 - describe the ways in which a text reflects the time and place in which it was created

AC9E5LE04 - examine the effects of imagery, including simile, metaphor and personification, and sound 
devices in narratives, poetry and songs

AC9E5LE05 - create and edit literary texts, experimenting with figurative language, storylines, characters 
and settings from texts students have experienced

AC9E5LY02 - use appropriate interaction skills including paraphrasing and questioning to clarify meaning, 
make connections to own experience, and present and justify an opinion or idea

AC9E5LY03 - explain characteristic features used in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts to meet 
the purpose of the text

AC9E5LY04 - navigate and read texts for specific purposes, monitoring meaning using strategies such as 
skimming, scanning and confirming

AC9E5LY06 - plan, create, edit and publish written and multimodal texts whose purposes may be 
imaginative, informative and persuasive, developing ideas using visual features, text structure appropriate 
to the topic and purpose, text connectives, expanded noun groups, specialist and technical vocabulary, and 
punctuation including dialogue punctuation

Science

AC9S5U01 - examine how particular structural features and behaviours of living things enable their survival 
in specific habitats

AC9S5H01 - examine why advances in science are often the result of collaboration or build on the work of 
others

AC9S5H02 - investigate how scientific knowledge is used by individuals and communities to identify 
problems, consider responses and make decisions

HASS

AC9HS5K07 - how citizens (members of communities) with shared beliefs and values work together to 
achieve a civic goal

AC9HS5S01 - to develop questions to investigate people, events, developments, places and systems

AC9HS5S02 - to locate, collect and organise information and data from primary and secondary sources in 
a range of formats

AC9HS5S05 - to develop evidence-based conclusions
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AC9HS5S06 - to propose actions or responses to issues or challenges and use criteria to assess the 
possible effects

AC9HS5S07 - to present descriptions and explanations, drawing ideas, findings and viewpoints from 
sources, and using relevant terms and conventions

YEAR 6
English

AC9E6LE01 - identify responses to characters and events in literary texts, drawn from historical, social or 
cultural contexts, by First Nations Australian, and wide-ranging Australian and world authors

AC9E6LY05 - use comprehension strategies such as visualising, predicting, connecting, summarising, 
monitoring and questioning to build literal and inferred meaning, and to connect and compare content from 
a variety of sources

AC9E6LA02 - understand the uses of objective and subjective language, and identify bias 

AC9E6LY01 - examine texts including media texts that represent ideas and events, and identify how they 
reflect the context in which they were created 

AC9E6LE05 - create and edit literary texts that adapt plot structure, characters, settings and/or ideas from 
texts students have experienced, and experiment with literary devices

AC9E6LY02 - use interaction skills and awareness of formality when paraphrasing, questioning, clarifying 
and interrogating ideas, developing and supporting arguments, and sharing and evaluating information, 
experiences and opinions

AC9E6LY03 - analyse how text structures and language features work together to meet the purpose of a 
text, and engage and influence audiences

AC9E6LY04 - select, navigate and read texts for a range of purposes, monitoring meaning and evaluating 
the use of structural features; for example, table of contents, glossary, chapters, headings and subheadings

AC9E6LY06 - plan, create, edit and publish written and multimodal texts whose purposes may be 
imaginative, informative and persuasive, using paragraphs, a variety of complex sentences, expanded verb 
groups, tense, topic-specific and vivid vocabulary, punctuation, spelling and visual features

AC9E6LY07 - plan, create, rehearse and deliver spoken and multimodal presentations that include 
information, arguments and details that develop a theme or idea, organising ideas using precise topic-
specific and technical vocabulary, pitch, tone, pace, volume, and visual and digital features

Science

AC9S6U01 - investigate the physical conditions of a habitat and analyse how the growth and survival of 
living things is affected by changing physical conditions

AC9S6H01 - examine why advances in science are often the result of collaboration or build on the work of 
others

AC9S6H02 - investigate how scientific knowledge is used by individuals and communities to identify 
problems, consider responses and make decisions
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HASS

AC9HS6S01 - to develop questions to investigate people, events, developments, places and systems

AC9HS6S02 - locate, collect and organise information and data from primary and secondary sources in a 
range of formats

AC9HS6S03 - evaluate information and data in a range of formats to identify and describe patterns and 
trends, or to infer relationships

AC9HS6S05 - develop evidence-based conclusions

AC9HS6S06 - propose actions or responses to issues or challenges and use criteria to assess the possible 
effects

AC9HS6S07 - present descriptions and explanations, drawing ideas, findings and viewpoints from sources, 
and using relevant terms and conventions

YEAR 7
English

AC9E7LE01 - identify and explore ideas, points of view, characters, events and/or issues in literary texts, 
drawn from historical, social and/or cultural contexts, by First Nations Australian, and wide-ranging 
Australian and world authors

AC9E7LE02 - form an opinion about characters, settings and events in texts, identifying areas of 
agreement and difference with others’ opinions and justifying a response

AC9E7LE03 - explain the ways that literary devices and language features such as dialogue, and images 
are used to create character, and to influence emotions and opinions in different types of texts 

AC9E7LE05 - identify and explain the ways that characters, settings and events combine to create 
meaning in narratives 

AC9E7LE06 - identify and explain how literary devices create layers of meaning in texts including poetry 

Science

AC9S7H01 - explain how new evidence or different perspectives can lead to changes in scientific 
knowledge 

AC9S7H02 -  investigate how cultural perspectives and world views influence the development of scientific 
knowledge 

AC9S7H03 - examine how proposed scientific responses to contemporary issues may impact on society 
and explore ethical, environmental, social and economic considerations 

AC9S7H04 - explore the role of science communication in informing individual viewpoints and community 
policies and regulations 

Civics and Citizenship

AC9HC7K05 - how values based on freedom, respect, fairness and equality of opportunity can support 
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social cohesion and democracy within Australian society

AC9HC7S03 - to analyse information, data and ideas about political, legal or civic issues to identify and 
explain differences in perspectives and potential challenges 

YEAR 8

English

AC9E8LE01 - explain the ways that ideas and points of view may represent the values of individuals and 
groups in literary texts, drawn from historical, social and cultural contexts, by First Nations Australian, and 
wide-ranging Australian and world authors

AC9E8LE03 - explain how language and/or images in texts position readers to respond and form 
viewpoints

AC9E8LY01 - identify how texts reflect contexts

AC9E8LY05 - use comprehension strategies such as visualising, predicting, connecting, summarising, 
monitoring, questioning and inferring to interpret and evaluate ideas in texts

Science

AC9S8H02 - investigate how cultural perspectives and world views influence the development of scientific 
knowledge 

AC9S8H03 - examine how proposed scientific responses to contemporary issues may impact on society 
and explore ethical, environmental, social and economic considerations 

YEAR 9

English

AC9E9LA08 - analyse how vocabulary choices contribute to style, mood and tone

AC9E9LY01 - analyse how representations of people, places, events and concepts reflect contexts

AC9E9LY03 - analyse and evaluate how language features are used to represent a perspective of an issue, 
event, situation, individual or group


